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April 12, 1978 .

Mr. R, L. Place

Superviging Auditor-Appraiser
Sclano County Assessor's Office
Courthouse Annex

Fairfield, CA 945333

PDear Mr. Place:

Claim for Church Exermticn on CF

Your memorandum of March 27, 1378, requested an
opinion as to whether a 28 foot, fiberglass boat, berthed at
Pierce farbor, Benicia is eliqible Zor the chiurch execption.

Califorania Constitution, Article XIII, section 3({£f;,
exempts:

Buildings, land on which they are situated,
and equipment used exclusively for religio
worship. .

Revenue and Taxation Cede section 208.1 extends the coveracve

to contiguous church parking areas. Thers is no constituticonal
oxr statutory provision that provides for the exenntion of

boats regardless orf thelr use for religious worship.

o reasonable interpretation of the above section
can be applisd to a hoat. The language ia clear on its face
and the origins of the section can be traced to the traditional
church &8s it existed at the time of enactment. As a practical
matter it would be impossible for the assessor to verify that a
boat is exclusively used Ior religious worship.

It i3 our view that this claim should be denied.

Very truly yours,

James M, Wiliizns
Tax Counsel

JiW: £p
cc: Mr. Vance Price

bc: Mr. Abram F. Goldman
Mr. Jack F. Eisenlauver (W. Grommet)



